Funding

The funding for these measures can come partly from rebalancing
transport spending away from new road schemes that won’t be needed
in a low traffic future, and partly from some form of road user charging.

Although central Government is best placed to lead on setting a national
road user charging framework, local authorities can use local charging
schemes, aimed primarily at tackling urban issues such as congestion
and pollution.

These should aim to fund improvements to walking, cycling and public
transponrt, thereby reducing our dependence on cars, vans and lornries.
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Public, Shared and
Community Transponrt

Solutions include:

Expanding rail and ‘metro’ networks and
increasing their capacity.

More frequent and reliable bus and coach
seprvices (rural and urban).

Improving public transponrt to and within
National Parks and other protected
landscapes.

Supponrting community transponrt services -
often volunteer-run - such as school, hospital
transport, dial-a-ride and similar services,
including those for older and/or disabled
people.

Promoting shared transport, e.g. car clubs in
residential areas or ride-sharing for people
travelling to the same destinations.

Expanding public cycle hire schemes, and the
opportunities for people to try cargo-bikes and
non-standanrd pedal cycles, including e-bikes

Promoting better integration of all transpont,
including timetabling and ticketing, online
‘mobility as a service’ (MaaS) platforms and
‘mobility hubs’.

Freight

Freight transport is vital for delivering goods to
shops, homes and businesses. Yet our over
-reliance on heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) is
seriously harmful. Solutions include:

Creating rail-freight termini, to allow shipment

of goods by rail.

Setting up trans-shipment depots, where
goods can be transferred either from rail or
lange lorries onto smaller urban delivery
vehicles, whose size, weight and fuel
consumption is better suited to towns and
cities than HGVs.

Harnessing the potential of cargo-bikes.

Rural Transport

There is a widespread but incorrect belief that the
solutions outlined here only apply in urban areas.
Whilst cars will be needed for a greater
proportion of rural trips than urban ones, it is
nonetheless crucial to improve transponrt choice
in rural areas to reduce social exclusion. This is
important for younger or less well-off people and
those who can’t drive due to health conditions or
disabilities. It is also crucial for maintaining
balanced and vibrant rural communities.

Managing Travel Demand

Besides ensuring good provision for walking,
wheeling and cycling, and public, shared and
community transport, councils should seek to
manage travel demand, both in general (e.g.
through land-use planning policies and/or
investing in digital connectivity) and specifically by
private motor vehicles.

Land-use planning policies should ensure that
the location and design of new developments
support a low traffic future, reflecting the ‘20
minute neighbourhood’ principle, whereby key
destinations (schools, key shops, healthcare,
etc) can be reached within a short walk or
cycle ride of people’s homes.

Enhancing digital accessibility can help reduce
the need to travel.

Vehicle scrappage schemes can help people
give up older and more polluting cars or vans.
However they should offer ‘mobility credits’ for
public transponrt season tickets, new electric
or cargo bikes, etc, nather than simply
enabling people to buy newer cars.

Road user charging. Local authorities can
propose local road user charging schemes,
aimed primarily at tackling urban issues such
as congestion and pollution, by managing
demand for travel by private motor vehicles.




